
«columns and direct cerebullar tracts are complete.
Their function evidently begins at once after
birth. When we remember that the new-born
iufant is characterized, not by voluntary control
•of its muscles, not by accuracy of sense percep¬
tion, but by an extensive coordination of invol¬
untary motor functions, the conclusion is easy,
that these, the only tracts fully developed at birth,
subserve these purposes.

The direction of Wallerian degeneration is not
necessarily the same as the direction of normal
physiological impulses in any given nerve tract.

IMPROVED EAR ELECTRODES.
BY SETH S. BISHOP, M.D.,

OF CHICAGO.

These electrodes consist of two metallic cones
covered with chamois, and held in position for
treatment by an elastic ribbon buckled around
the head.

The tips of the cones are moistened before in¬
serting them in the external auditory canal. In
order to keep them clean, it is well to place a
small covering of cotton, moistened with warm

water, over the tips of the cones while in use.
It is a simple matter to adjust the cones to

heads of any size by having one or two extra
apertures in the ribbon, through which one of
the cones can be easily passed. Or a second
buckle can be put between the cones, at the back
of the head, in order to alter the distance.

The ribbon should never be buckled so firmly
as to occasion uncomfortable pressure.

The advantages of these electrodes over the
old ones commonly employed for ear treatment,
are the following :

i. The electric current can be concentrated as
much as is possible in the ears, instead of being
diffused over the side of the head and face.

2. There is no necessity for filling the auditory
canal with water, and thus macerating and relax¬
ing the drum head.

3. The patient is relieved of the irksomeness
of holding the electrodes in position, a freedom
fully appreciated by those who have had experi-

enee in the old way. With the cones in position,
the patient can take a comfortable treatment
while looking over the morning paper or illus¬
trated magazine. This converts a treatment that
was formerly a bore into a comparative luxury.

Chas. Truax, Greene and Co., made these for
me.

70 State St.

Diseases of the Nasal Organs and Naso-pharynx.
By Whitfield Ward, A.M. M.D.
This little work from the house of Putnam's Sons, is

intended for the student and general practitioner, rather
than for the specialist, and admirably fulfills its mission.
A short practical treatise upon rhinology is in demand.
Dr. Ward has certainly met the requirements of the gen-
eral practitioners in an admirable manner.

Transactions of the South Carolina Medical
Association. It certainly cannot be denied that there
is a medical "New South." The professional ranks of
the South contain many of our ablest men. In the case
of those Southerners who practice in the large cities, ex-

cellent contributions to medical progress should be ex-

pected. Many of the best contributions to current med-
ical literature are from the pens of southern doctors who
do laborious country practice. The best representive
society in America to-day is undoubtedly the Southern
Surgical Association, members of which have contrib-
uted to the proceedings of the South Carolina Society.
The present volume of transactions contains several clas-
sical and interesting articles. The papers by Dr. Kol-
lock on abdominal section, R. A. Kinloch on drainage of
wounds, and of Dr. M. P. Ravenal on general anaesthesia
are especially worthy of commendation.

Essentials of Anatomy and Manual of Practical
Dissection. By Chas. B. Nancrede, M.D. Profes-
sor of Surgery in the University of Michigan.
This is the third edition of Dr. Nancrede's work, and

has been improved by the addition of osteological plates.
The colored plates of anatomical studies in this book are

excellent, the publisher having spared no pains or ex-

pense in their preparation.
Professor Nancrede's reputation is such that it is hard-

ly necessary to say that the subject matter of the work is
judiciously selected and arranged, and fully up to date.
The book is published by W. B. Saunders.

Memorials to the late Dr. Leidy. \p=m-\Thefriends of
the late Professor Joseph Leidy, of the University of
Pennsylvania, are desirous of raising a memorial fund
of $100,000 to perpetuate the name of Leidy in that in-
stitution. One-half of that sum will go to the founda-
tion of a museum, to be named after him; also an equal
amount, if it can be promptly accumulated, will be de-
voted to the establishment of a Leidy chair of anatomy.
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